| LEEDS, January 15, 1790. 
At a Meeting of PROTESTANT  DISSENTERS- and 
other GENTLEMEN of the Weſt Riding of the County 
of York, Friends to the Application to Parliament for the 
Repeal of the Corporation and Teſt Ads, held at Wakefield, 
December 30, 1789, © | 
It being Reſolved, 
* That as'a legal Obligation to pervert a Religious Ordi- 
« nance to a merely civil Purpoſe, is acknowledged to be 
4 Grievance by many of the eſtabliſhed Clergy, we ref» 
„% pectfully invite them to co-operate with us, in our At- 
© tempt to remove this common Evil. 

E, the Clergy of the Pariſh of Leeds, in the Weſt-Rid- 
| ing of the County of York, think ourſelves called upon 
thus publicly to diſavow any Approbation of, or Concurrence 
with, the Purport of that Meeting; leſt, from our Reſidence 
in a Pariſh wherein the firſt Reſolutions of the Piſſenters of 
the Weſt Riding, upon this Subject, originated, it ſhould be 
ſuppoſed, that ſome of us may have given Grounds for the 
Declaration above expreſſed, concerning many of the Eſta- 
bliſhed Clergy. | f oe 
We do by no Means look upon the Obligation laid by the 
Corporation and Teſt Acts to be a Perverſion of a Religious 
Ordinance, to a merely Civil Purpoſe. Nor do we acknow- 
ledge it to be a Grievance, or a common Evil. We judge it to 
be a ſalutary Proviſion for the Security of our eſtabliſhed 
Conſtitution, in both its Civil and Religious Branches. And 
as ſuch, we truſt, the Legiſlature will continue it unrepealed, 
till their Wiſdom ſhall deviſe and adopt ſome other Proviſion 
equally ſalutary and unequivocal. | | 
We reſpectſully acknowledge and applaud the general Mo- 
deration towards the eſtabliſhed Church, profeſſed by the 
Reſolutions paſſed at Wakefield: and alſo their withdraw- 
Ing the Intimidations held ont to the Members of the Britiſh 
Parliament, by other Meetings, with whom the Diſſenters 
* Weſt Riding are connected in Purſuit of their common 

ject. s 0 

- Yet, we cannot but obſerve with much concern, the ap- 
parent Eagerneſs of the whole Body to bring this Matter 
again under Diſcuſſion at the Eve of a General Election; be- 
fore a Parliament, which hath already twice, after the fulleſt 
Hearing, ſolemnly decided againft it. And we muſt alſo 
remark, that the particular Reſolution of the Wakefield 
Meeting, which fo ** ſtrongly urges a Renewal of prudent Mea- 
« ſures at every proper Soft, till their Objett ſhall he obtained, 
tacitly reſerves unto themſelves the Right of judging what 


Seaſons are moſt proper, and what Meaſures are moſt pru- 


dent for the obtaining their deſired Object. 


Our Wiſh, as Uictated by Chriſtian Charity, is, that the 


Diſſenters ſhould enjoy a compleat Toleration. And we 
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; 2 3 Leeds, January, 29, 1790. 
As the CLERGY of the PARISH/of LEEDS have thought | 
- themſelves called vpon by a particular Refolutton of the 
late Meeting of Proteſtant Diſſenters at Wakefield, not 
only to declare their Diſfapprobation'of that Reſolution, . 
but alſo. “ publicly to eiſavow any Approbation of, or 
concufrerice with, the Parport of the Meeting,“, R. 
E the -DISSENTING MINISTERS of the Toy 


* 


* 


of LEEDS, think ourſclves called upon as public 
to deelare our unſhaken adherence to the cauſe for which the 
ſaid Meeting was convened, and to the Reſolutions which 
were then paſſed. OY ENT, e 
We ſxeadily and reſpectſully admit the full right of the 
Clergy of Leeds, as men and as citizens, to deliver their 
ſentiments on this or any other ſubje& which, may engage 
their attention. But we do not ſo clearly perceive the pro- 
priety of their preſent interference, profeſſedly in their clerical 
capacity, They have themſclves ** acknowledged and ap- 
plauded the general moderation towards the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, profefled by the reſolutions paſſed at Wake field.“ 


Why then ſhould they be eager to defend themſelves before 


they are attacked? What danger can they reaſonably dread 
when all hoſtile intentions are ſolemnly diſclaimed by the 
whole body with which we are connected? We are the more 
concerned in this interference, becauſe a great degree of ſo- 
cial intercourſe between Churchmen and Diſſenters has for 
ſome time been gradually taking place in this neighbourhood 
and perſons of candour began to hope that each party al- 
lowed the other to contain as good men and as good citizens, 
as their own. But we will ſtill flatter ourſelves that this plea- 
ſing and honorable harmony will not be interrupted, nor its 
farther progreſs impeded. [Sol K : 

We truſt that the general body of the members of the 
Eſtabliſhment will ſee our preſent application in its true 
light, and be convinced, that, however compleatly it may 
ſucceed, the Church will be in no danger. Its object is en- 
tirely civil, The Diſſenters have poſitively diſclaimed “ all 

retenſions to the dignities and emoluments which are by 
few attached to a Church from which they are obliged by 
principles of conſcience to ſeparate.” If they obtain all 
they requeſt, they will not become capable of holding any 
one of its offices. Its form of government, its mode of 
worlhip, its articles of faith, its revenues, and its patronage, 
will be in the ſame hands, and under the ſame direction as 
before. The ſupremacy of the Crown, the authority of its 
Biſhops, the influence of the whole body of its Clergy, the 
rights of the Patrons of Church Benefices and of Lay Im- 


pProptiators will remain preciſely the ſame. How then can it 


ſtand in need of the Sacramental Teſt as “ a falutary provi- 
fon for its ſecurity ? If theſe numerous and ſtrong bulwarks 


conſider them as being now in full Poſſeſſion of it, as far as be ipſuſßcient for! its protection, what ſafety can. it derive 
2 and the Worſhip of God are any Ways concerned. from a fence, which is far from a certain and diſlinct boun- 
We cannot therefore ſte this alarming Confederacy of Deno- dary between thoſe who entirely ſubmit to its authority, and 
minations, ſo widely diſtant from each other in ſome Eſſen- - thoſe who cannot comply with many of its in junctions? 
tials of Chriſtianity, in any other Light, than as ultimately 4 We cannot entirely paſs over the unqualified a ſſert ion that 
meaning a Conteſt for Power in the Statee. *& the obligation laid by the Corporation and Teſt Acts, is a 
And being apprehenſive that their obtaining their Object #7 Falutary proviſion for the ſecurityof the cui, as well as reli- 
would prove eventually (however undeſignediy) prejudicial to. © gious branch of our Eſtabliſhed; Conſtitution :” Though a 
our eſtabliſhed Conſtitution : and anxious alſo, to ſecure to moments recolleQion is ſufficient to.convince every impartial 
ourſclves and Deſcendants, the full Poſſeſſion of every Civil mind, that the imputat ion muſt be as harmleſs as it is unjuſt. 
and Religious Bleſſing of that Conſtitution; we feel ourſelves Ide common ſenſe of mankind will revolt at the idea, that 
Intereſted and juſtified in thus moſt cordially expreſſing our {ſpot civil conſtitution of our-country as eſtabliſhed at the "I 


W 


- 
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grateful Senſe of our Obligation, to all thoſe Members of the olutior, and confirmed by the Act of Settlement, can re- 

* _ 1 ſo _—_ ep agg ſo ſteadi- entre any proviſion for its ſecurity, againſt a; body of men 

rejected the two former otions on this Subject. who bave always ranked wit b its warineft nirers and mo 
PETER HADDON, M. A. Vicar. 13 | u ng ed mage — 
MILES ATKINSON, A. B. Lecturer, | 4 It hath been aſſerted by the Meeting at Wakefield, that 


RICHARD FAWCETT, M. A. Curate, ( Pariſh *$ 
TOHN COOPER, M. A. Curate. 

RICHARD KIRSHAW, B. D. Trinity. 
WILLIAM SHEEPSHANKS, M. A. 


Church u @ legal: obligation g pervert'a religions ordinance to a 
merely civil purpoſe, is acknowledged to be a grievance by . + 

. # many of the Eſtabliſhed Clergy.” And the aſſertion, though © 

St. John's. WF it cannot be applicd, and was never meant to be applied, to 


. RICHARD WOOD, M. A. any of the Clergy of Leeds, is ne rertheleſs ſtrictly true. 
THOMAS FABER, M. A, Bramley, 4 Whaterdy opinion they may bave formed of the Latte. * 
IaMES MILNER, M. A. Hunſlet. | were are many of their brethren who agree with us in thin- 


» ...* ROBERT FIELD, M A. Chapel Allerton. 
| _ _ JOHN SMITHSON, M. A. Headingley. 
+, _ _ .. JOSEPH WHITELEY, M. A. Beeſton. 
Joshua BROOK, A. B. Holbeck, 
>, GEORGE METCALFE, Armley. « | | 
N JOSEPH SWN, Farnley. | u our atinpt to remove this common evil.” 


OY 
4 " . '% 1 * c 
. 5 2 p 
, * een Ys » g 
©2436. , l ; 3 N 
— 9 44 2 P wy , f 1 5 
44 7 . * * 5 * 8 9 
* — 2 * . : 29 - & Ta 5 mY 3 YT # * at : & " : * * 
— = 5 4 . * 4 — 4 & 4 p { : J : 9 — 5 
1 hs 1 ; 3 * N * J k L 2 * Go 1 4 {4 . 3 4 * o i 1 
. L 7 * + 4 F WY 8. £ © : - 7 a 4 , } 5 , i RY . * 1 * 4 
- y s n 4 9 * * 1 0 4 
« a FO * * by * ä " * * 8 2 W * * : 7 4 + a as o l 
n N , 2 * * * 7 & Ty © * K * P 


ing that when the Sacrament is received by a perſon recent- 
* Jy appointed-to an office, who would not then have received 
it, ih had not been ſo:appoigted, a religious ordinance is 
-uftually perverted to a merely civil purpoſe. And we eſteem 
ourfelves fully juſtified in ſoliciting ſuch “ to co-operate with 


* The apparent eagerneſs of our whole body to bring this 
matter again under diſcuſſion at the eve of a general cleQion,” 
is allo reprehended, But the objectors cannot be ignorant 
that it was firſt moved in the Houſe of Commons at a great 
diſtance from that critical time, when, as they, not we, have 
inſinuated, its members are likely, from ſ-lfiſh conſiderations, 
to vote in oppoſition to their own judgment. We ſhould 
b forry to be indebted for ſucceſs to the influence of ſuch 
vnworihy motives We have a much more honorable de- 
Pendence. We truſt to the reaſonableneſs and juſtice of our 
cauſe, and are fully perſuaded that the more it is underſtood 
by an ingenuous and enlightened people, the more it will 
gain in (trength and popularity. | 

We obſerved with pleaſure that on a ſecond application to 
© a Parliament which had once ſolemnly divided againſt it,“ 
it found new ſupporters, and obtained the concurrence of 
ſome who had before divided with the majority. And we 
are wieling to hope that every renewed application will add 
to the number of its friends, and accelcrate its final ſucceſs. 
But we do not expect to overcome at once, the oppoſition of 

arty warmth, and of early received prejudices, which have 
been formed at firſt without knowledge, and aft:rwards re- 
tained without examination. We ſhall till, therefore, con- 
tinue to ſolicit the attendance and ſupport of our Repreſen- 
tatives in Parliament; and if we find them unfriendly to 
our wiſhes, ſhall endeavour to convince them by liberal argu- 
ment; but we diſapprove of intimidations and reſtrictions 
which would deprive them of the liberty of thinking for 
themſelves; and we know not how it can be ſaid, without a 
maniteſt violation of the eſtabliſhed ſenſe of the word, that 
we withdrew a motion which was actually never preſented, 
and we believe never intended. ES 

We cannot but imile at the pains which have been taken 
to draw, from a {uppoſed “ tacit reſervation,” a formal proof 
that we ſecretly hold a principle, which appeared to us too, 
obvious to ſtand in need of being openly expreſſed ; and 
which we thought no one would ever venture to diſpute. 
The Ditlenters certainly claim and mean to exerciſe, ** a 
right of judging, what ſeaſons are moſt proper, and what 
meaſures are molt prudent for the obtaining their deſired 
obj ct.“ And if they want advice on the ſubject, they would 
ſcarcely aſk it of men, who in effect tell the world that no 
time is proper, and who probably will contend that no mea- 
ſures can be prudent, | 

It was objected to a former application that it was made 
only by a tew of the Diſſenters; now, when nearly all unite, 
it is called, „* an alarming confederacy.” We will remind 
thoſe who have repreſented our peaceable meetings in ſo ob- 
noxious a point of view, that in the reign of James II. when 
all denominations of Proteſtants dreaded the introduction of 
Popery by a popiſh King, the junction of the Church of 
England, with the various ſects of Proteſtant Diſſenters, was 
diſtinguithed by a milder appellation. But our preſent union, 
an union which we fondly imagined would give the higheſt 
pleaſure to all liberal minded men, is regarded with a ſuſpi- 
cious eye, becauſe it conſiſts '* of denominations ſo widely 
diſtant from cach other in ſome eſſentials of chriſtianity.” 
We glory in thi: union, and conſider it as one plain evidence 
of the goodueſs of our cauſe, We hoped it would alſo have 
been underitood as a ſtrong preſumption of our good diſpo- 
ſition to join with the members of the Eſtabliſhment, as well 


as with one another, in that unity of ſpirit, which is the bond 


of peace. We know that we are widely diſtant from each 


ether” in ſome religious opinions; but we do not ſuffer that 


diſtance to deſtroy our chriſtian charity. We are well ap- 

rized that, as the mind is free, it will exert its own powers 
n its reſearches into the doctrines of revelation, and judge 
for itſelf, what is, and what is not eſſential, We are duly 
ſenſible that as the views of the moſt enlightened are always 
limited, and the minds of the wiſeſt in ſome degree biaſſed 
by education and perſonal connections, they will all be ſub- 
ject to ſome degree of error; and that as error is never uni- 
form, there muſt always be much diverſity of ſentiment. 
And may it not be aſked whether the Clergy of Leeds are 
exempt from this common lot of our nature in its preſent 
ſtate of imperfection? Do they all put exactly the ſame 
conſtruCtion on every one of the articles which they have all 
ſubſcribed ? 

Nor can we allow that ſuch an union implies “ a conteſt 


for power in the ſtate.” The repeal of the Corporation and 


Teſt Acts, will by no means put the Diſſenters in afual ef- 
ſeſſin of power. It will only reſtore them to a capacity of 
being admilted into power. It will only give legal exiſtence 
to their perſonal right of being eligible to offices of honor 
and emolument in common with their fellow-citizens. Not 
a ſingle Diſſenter will obtain a place in any, even the loweſt 
department, till, in compliance with eſtabliſhed and unalter- 
ed forms, he is appointed by the King, or choſen by his fel- 
low ſubjects, the majority of whom are churchmen. And 
thoſe who expreis an apprehenſion that if the preſent appli- 
cation ſucceeds, a diſpropottionate number of offices will be 
poſſe ſſed by Diſſenters, tacitly pay them the compliment of 
aſuperior fitneſs for ſuch ſituations which they do not arrogate 
to themſelves, and which their opponents on reflection will 
not be diſpoſed to acknowledge. But tho' they do not lay 
claim to aua power, they cannot be ſatisfied under the 
continuance of diſqualifications which degradingly diſtinguiſu 
them from the ret of their countrymen, merely on account 
of their religious ſentiments; and which in ſome reſpects 
ſink them to a level with thoſe outcaſts of ſociety, who have 
been convicted of atrocious crimes. They feel that they do 
not enjoy a compleat toleration” while their civil ſituation 
is worſe than it would confeſledly be, if they conformed to 
the eſtabliſhed Church. 

Conſcious, therefore, of the purity of our views, pro- 
feſſing an honeſt attachment to our King and Country, aſ- 
ſerting with ſeriouſneſs and ſincerity that we bear no ill will 
to the Eſtabliſhed Church, but dellre to live in peace and 
good neighbourhood with its members, and convinced that 
the full reſtoration of the rights of the Diſſenters will not 
interfere with the rights of any other individual, we do not 
ſcruple to declare for qurielyes, and for many of our Lay 
Friends who were preſent at the Wakeficld Meeting, and 
have given us an expreſs commiſſion for this purpoſe, that, 
in Conjunction with the general Body of Diſſenters, we will 
perſiſt in the uſe of lawful and conſtitutional means to ob- 
tain a Repeal of the Corporation and Teſt Ads, and to re- 
cover their unforfeited right of poſſeſſing, in common with 
other citizens, a capacity of enjoying the honors and emg- 
luments of a State, to the ſupport of which, in proportion 
to their numbers, they equally contribute, and the conſtitu- 
tion of which they equally venerate. 

| WILLIAM WOOD, 

JOSEPH BOWDEN, 
EDWARD PARSONS, 
THOMAS LANGDON, 
WILLIAM PRICE, 


